
“Love for Lydia, Dollars for Domingo” 
 

 

 

 

Dear Friend, 

 

We are asking for your help.  Wonderful friends of ours are dealing with a life-threating illness and potentially 

devastating medical bills.  We are holding a benefit for the family on Thursday, April 26th from 6:00 to 10:00 pm 

at Papaspiros Greek Taverna, located at 733 Lake Street in Oak Park. 

 

You may already know Lydia Villanueva-Soto, owner of Tan Travel here in Oak Park.  Recently, Lydia's husband 

Domingo was diagnosed with multiple myeloma, a cancer of the plasma cells which attacks and destroys bone.  

Multiple myeloma cannot be cured, but it can be treated. Because of his relatively young age, Domingo's doctors 

are hopeful that he will respond to chemotherapy and a stem-cell transplant.  However, these therapies are 

expensive and are expected to cost more than $50,000 after insurance. This is where we need your help.   

 

Over the last 15 years, Lydia has been extremely generous with her time and talent in our community, and has 

served as a volunteer or leader with numerous organizations, including serving on the boards of the Southtown 

Business Association (president), the Business Association Council for the Village of Oak Park, the WSWE (West 

Suburban Women Entrepreneurs)  and volunteering with groups such as the Irving School PTO, SEOPCO (South 

East Oak Park Community Organization), OPALGA (Oak Park Area Lesbian and Gay Association) and the Oak Park 

Chamber of Commerce.  It seems only right that the community for which Lydia has worked for so tirelessly over 

the years comes together now to support her in her family's time of need. 

 
In conjunction with the benefit, there will be a raffle and prize drawing.  Prizes already donated include a flat-

screen plasma television, five tickets (in the 11th row!) to a select White Sox game, and $800 in travel vouchers for 

use on Delta Airlines.  However, we are in need of many additional items/donations for the raffle.  Can you help? 

 

We'd be so grateful for a donation of items or gift cards to use as raffle prizes or a donation of food or beverages 

to serve at the event.  For all items received before April 15
th

, your name and donation will be displayed 

prominently next to the item and in our event program.  You will both aid a worthy cause and advertise/showcase 

your goods and services to members of the surrounding community. Any donation item can be directly sent to: 

 

Joe Langley, Committee Co-Chair 

"Love for Lydia, Dollars for Domingo" Benefit 

605 S Harvey Ave, Apt 2, Oak Park, IL 60304-1516 

(cell:  708 243-0330,  email to  jlangley.remax@gmail.com) 

 

Please donate by Sunday, April 15th, if possible and make sure your item is clearly marked with your name and 

address so that we can include you in our program. Monetary donations can also be made to the "Domingo Soto 

Cancer Fund" at Metropolitan Bank, located at 601 N. Harlem Avenue, Oak Park, IL  60302.  If you have any 

questions or would like additional information, please call Linda Knutson, Benefit Co-Chair, at (708) 369-6363. 

 

Thank you for considering our request.  We sincerely hope you can help us help the Soto family! 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

"Love for Lydia, Dollars for Domingo" Benefit Committee 

Jim Kelly, Linda Knutson, Joe Langley, Bri Julius, Robin Boesen 


