
 

Irving School PTO 

Monthly Meeting October 8th, 2015 6:30PM 

Irving Media Center/Library 
 

I. Welcome Dr. Carol Kelley New D97 Superintendent 
Meeting commenced at 6:40 pm.   Dr. Carol Kelley was introduced by Principal John 
Hodge to all present.  Dr. Kelley has been meeting with the PTOs of several District 
schools.  She has also met individually with the various District wide principals and key 
administrators and will also be meeting with various student groups.  A small advisory 
panel will be started to assist Dr. Kelley as she sets her agenda for the upcoming year.  
Dr. Kelley will host an online Superintendent’s Book Club for the entire community that 
will feature selections that highlight her educational philosophy and approach to 
managing the district. Her first selection for this year is "Building School 2.0: How to 
Create the Schools We Need" by Chris Lehmann and Zac Chase, which is available in 
hardcover and eBook formats. The discussion of the book will occur via Twitter 
(@D97BookClub) from October 19 to November 20. The district has a twitter feed that 
you can follow. https://twitter.com/oakpark97  On December 1st a summary of her key 
findings for D97 will be disseminated to the community.   
 

II. HAWC-Health and Wellness Committee – Ms. Hiolski 
HAWC representatives are in 4th and 5th grade. Students from HAWC and Ms. Hiolski 
presented on Pacers which promotes physical fitness via running (Pacers is every 
Thursday in the fall and spring. This is run by parents and we are always in need of 
volunteers.   Foot charms are given for each mile run and allow students to participate in 
a raffle for prizes.  Tooth estimation contest was also presented which promotes dental 
health.  The class that guessed the correct amount of teeth lost by all students during 
the year won a prize.   HAWC developed a chart for presenting the typical hours 
students and staff went to bed.  Hours were broken down by grade.  Healthy tips are 
also given during PARCC assessments such as eating healthy and sleeping well prior to 
an exam.  Students had a game show presentation on the health habits of their 
teachers.  A “Healthy Tip of the Week” will be done starting next Tuesday. 
 

III. Green Team Presentation- Ms. Aguilar & Ms. Tague 
Green Team’s focus will be on recycling this year.  Green Team will be collecting and 
emptying out the recycling bins.  Mr. Baker (3rd Grade) will be bringing a Falconer to 
school to discuss conservation.  Bird houses will be built as part of the discussion.  
Nature cards will be made and sold.  Revenue will be used to build bird houses.   Crayon 
initiative to recycle old crayons will also be part of Green Team’s activities this year.  
Green Team is looking for a parent liaison to work with Green Team to outreach to the 
community and assist on recycling efforts.  Ms. Parkinson will be involved with K-1st 
Graders, while Ms. Aguilar and Ms. Tague will handle the older grades.   



 
IV. Garden Club Presentation-Denise Frank 

Denise Frank showed a video of the Irving Garden Club.  More themed gardens has 
increased student involvement.  The plan is to have more activities during the fall 
associated with the garden.  Denise passed out a binder containing various documents 
associated with the garden.  The garden shed will be officially dedicated next week.  The 
Garden Club is teaming with Girl Scouts to earn bug badge and with Green Team on 
composting.  Trellises are to be built in the garden during the year.   A plan is to have a 
“Minecraft” garden in the spring.  Denise made a request to have a nearby power outlet 
or spigot near the shed.  Principal Hodge will reach out to D97 Buildings and Grounds to 
see what can be done regarding this request.   Children especially enjoy the various 
bugs they find in the garden.   Outdoor learning activities have also been emphasized. 
 

V. Presentation from Mr. Degman 
Mr. Degman presented the free version of the “Showbie” app which the school currently 
uses.   The free version has limited file size and features.  Showbie allows students to 
turn in pictures, videos, and presentations.  Teachers can use it to create student 
portfolios.   The application also allows for back and forth communication between 
students and teachers, allows broadcast messages to entire classes, and sharing of files 
to more than one individual.  The professional version has a 500 MB individual file size 
limit compared to 25 MB for the free version.  Voice messages can be as long as 30 
minutes in the pro version compared to 1 minute in the free version.  Up to 10 minutes of 
videos can be shared on the pro version (1 minute for free version).  A text tool to add 
text notes exists for the pro version.  Testimonials from Irving teachers were also 
presented.  Question was asked if a webinar could be made available to parents on how 
to use the application and the other applications students currently use.  The application 
allows output from the various apps students use to create content to be shown in a 
single location and organized in a single application.  A question on data security was 
also raised regarding what happens to students’ work at the end of each academic year.   
The Technology Director for the District assures each application follows the District’s 
privacy policies.  Whittier used the pro version last year and liked using it. District 97 is 
currently piloting various options for school use and might fund the software in the future.  
The “Canvas” application which is used in the middle schools is similar to Showbie but is 
geared more for older students. 
 
31 accounts would cover all classroom teachers, special teachers, resource teachers, 
the data coach, and librarian.   The cost would be $2,500 for a yearly subscription.  The 
number of students and storage amounts is unlimited.  A comment was made that the 
Brainpop subscription is also being paid for by the PTO and the subscription renews in 
December.  A vote was taken to approve the paid subscription and passed unanimously.  
Mr. Degman will check with the District Tech Director to make sure the software will be 
allowed on students’ iPads. 
 

VI. Principal’s Report-John Hodge 



Hispanic Heritage Week was September 28th to October 2nd.   Latino wear and share, 
Favorite Latino presentations by Teachers, and Spanish songs were part of the 
activities. Math Night had 113 students attend.  Teachers and students dressed in the 
“Wizard of Oz” theme.  18 Teachers volunteered their time for Math Night.  Total 
attendance was about 230 people for Math Night.   The Academic Fair and Egg drop is 
coming next Wednesday.  There is a drop in participation possibly due to the early date.  
CAST is coming to Irving for a community play during conference week on Wednesday 
October 21st at 7:30 pm.   An English Language Standard consultant has been hired to 
provide professional development to the staff.    
 

VII. Ways to be involved at Irving-Update 
Isabel Henry presented on the World Language program.  Lauren Vanderberg will be 
teaching German in the World Language program and taking over the WLP.  The World 
Language program will be extended in terms of duration and will start sooner in the 
academic year.  The ability to do online registration and payment for the World 
Language program similar to Eagle Extras was discussed.   Meredith Farster will 
research using the same company as is currently used by Eagle Extras for the World 
Language program.  Craft fair registration will begin at end of October/start of 
November.   A call for more pictures to be uploaded to Yearbook account was also 
made.  Update on landscaping improvements on the school grounds was given.   
 

VIII. Treasurer’s Report & Discussion 
Handout for current account balances was passed out.  There were total revenues of 
$7042.50 for the month of September and total expenditures of $13,649.46 for the same 
period of time.  Approximately $90,000 exists in the account balance. See attached 
budget summary. 
 

IX. Eagle Extras – Update-Meredith Farster. 
Current enrollment is 150 and only one class was cancelled.  Meredith is looking to 
create a committee to help on planning and to transfer responsibilities in the future for 
Eagle Extras.  Planning and development, survey, PR, finances, session preparation, 
and registration assistance are activities that will be delegated to committees.  A vote 
was taken to modify the requirements for proposals by individuals not affiliated with the 
PTO or D97.  Another modification is to eliminate the need to have final approval by the 
Principal for the onsite coordinator.  Refer to handout for all the proposed modifications 
to the current Eagle Extras policies.  Proposed modifications to the Eagle Extras policies 
and procedures was voted on and approved.  
 

X. Other Business 
A discussion combining the softball party with the end of the year party to minimize the 
planning effort required was conducted.  A permit for Barrie Park will not be sought for 
the end of the year party.  Instead a combined block party/softball party will be held.  
Irving Fun Run flyers have gone home this year with students.   A permit for the Irving 
Field needs to be obtained if the end of the year party is to be held on the turf field in the 



spring due to the sharing of the field with the Oak Park Park District.   Basketball poles 
are to be installed soon in the blacktop.  A vote to move the November PTO meeting to 
Wednesday November 4th and thus avoid a conflict with Trivia Night was held and 
passed.   
 

XI. Approval of Meeting Minutes from September Meeting 
Minutes were approved. 
 

XII. Meeting adjourned at 8:45 pm. 
 
 
Minutes prepared by Eduardo De Santiago 
Minutes revised on 11/03/2015 
Handouts: Meeting minutes from September, Agenda, Eagle Extras Policies, budget 
summary 
 
 
 






























