
Irving PTO Meeting Minutes 

May 7th, 2015 

Irving Media Center/Library 
 

I. Welcome and Introductions. 

Meeting began 6:35 pm.  Attendants introduced themselves.   

 

II. School Supply Kits-Ms. Cristina Arroyo  

Ms. Arroyo discussed two online school supply companies that were researched for use at 

Irving.  School Kidz-provided a sample supply box but didn’t provide a final quote for pricing.  

The Write Stuff, which is currently used at Beye and Hatch, also sent a sample kit.  They have 3 

packaging options-memory box, reusable tote bag, or shrink wrap package.   The shrink wrap is 

the only available option for home delivery.   Online store front can be customized and late 

orders are accepted.  Teachers supply lists are used to create kits.   Flyers and posters can be 

provide for promotions and information outreach.   Online shopping allows parents to remove 

and add items to their kits.   Online store can be ready in a week after approval.   Coordination 

with company will be done through the PTO.  Shipping to school is free to parents.    A demo site 

for Write Stuff was shown during the PTO meeting to give attendants an idea of the website that 

would be created for Irving.   Contract is not required since only a sale plan is required.   All 

online orders will receive name stickers for labeling supplies.   

 

A discussion on whether to allow paper form submittals or only online orders was undertaken.  

Purchasing of some kits by PTO or school for students in need was also discussed.   Headphones 

will be listed as a required item but will be an optional purchase due to higher cost (approx. cost 

is $7.34).  Orders have to be submitted by June 30th for school delivery but deliveries can be 

scheduled for a later date.   Tentative prices for the kits are $35 for Kindergarten, $45 for 1st 

grade, $41 for 2nd grade, $45 for the 3rd grade, $54 for the 4th grade, and $57 for the 5th grade.  

Kits for Special Ed classes range from $26 to $43.  No minimum orders from the school are 

required nor are there any hidden fees.  A sample flyer that Hatch passed out to parents for 

ordering supplies was distributed during the meeting. 

 

A sale plan needs to be completed and submitted if PTO wishes to proceed with supply kit 

purchases.   Vote was taken to proceed with only online orders for this year and passed 

unanimously.    

 

III. Principal’s Report 

Staffing-4 sections will be retained for Kindergarten next year.   Ms. Deshaies is resigning but 

Ms. Weigel will be returning next fall.  First grade will have only 3 sections, Second grade will 

also only have 3 sections, Third grade will go from 4 to 5 sections, Fourth grade will have 3 

sections, and 5th grade will have 4 sections.    



The Oak Park Food Pantry drive at Irving has met the 10,000 points goal.   The Food Pantry is 

providing breakfast and lunch during the summer for families in need.  Flyer was distributed at 

school. 

To reduce tardiness, school improvement team will have incentives for the classes with the least 

tardiness. 

On May 14th the Art Fest and Poetry slam will be held at Irving.    

May 15th is Olympic Date and volunteers are being sought. 

Superintendent search is coming to a close with an expected announcement at the end of May. 

 

IV. Garden Update-Denise 

Mushroom compost was placed this week.  Another Chair is needed as well as more parent 

volunteers for the Garden Committee.   Planting events will be promoted by emails and school 

announcements.   Two plats will be set aside for each grade.    Other special areas will be for 

pizza and salad items.  An edible flower garden is also being planned.  Question was asked if 

mulch can be laid down between garden bed and building to eliminate weeds.  Principal Hodge 

stated landscaping company for the school can be requested to remove weeds.  A picnic table 

near the garden was discussed but previous issues with use of a picnic table on the south end of 

the building during non-school hours was raised. 

 

V. Treasurer’s Report-Lynn and Wynn 

Handout with current budget expenditures and revenue was distributed.   Current balance is 

over $120K for the PTO and over $7,800 for the schoolyard account.  Eagle Extras made more 

profit than expected this year.    Purchasing of portable PA system was discussed with an 

expected budget of $1200.    Basketball hoops for playground was also discussed as a capital 

improvement.   Purchase of water fountains with water bottle filling stations was also discussed 

for all three floors of the school.   Installation would be done by buildings and grounds crew for 

the district.   The purchase of an outdoor water fountain was also discussed.  

 

VI. Discussion & Vote Re: PTO Budget and Expenditures 

Motion was made to approve up to $12K to spend on new water fountains for the school.   The 

motion was passed unanimously.  A June meeting will be held for the PTO to continue 

discussions on budget expenditures.    

 

VII. PTO Executive Board Elections were held and the following people were elected. 

Co-President-Hannah O’Connor 

Co-Vice President – Liz Wojcik 

Co-Treasure-Jason Koransky 

Co-Secretary-Karen Pineda 

 

VIII. Eagle Extras Update 

Lori mentioned that a replacement for Amy who is stepping down is needed to help Meredith 

with running Eagle Extras. 

 

  



IX. Upcoming Events 

Yearbooks are in and 175 have been sold.  Presales end tomorrow May 8th and will be 

distributed next week.   Remainder of yearbooks will be sold during Art Fest Night. 

Flyer for May 22nd Softball game went out.  The waffle truck will be attending the event.  Taco 

truck and Robinson’s ribs have been contacted for interest. 

On May 22nd after the softball game there will be a comedy night fund raiser at “The Wire.”  The 

funds will be used to help pay for the 5th grade trip next year. 

The 5th Grade send-off will be held on June 3rd, 2015.  At the send-off, yearbooks will be given to 

all 5th graders and a slideshow of baby pictures will also be presented.  Brown Cow will cater an 

ice cream social. 

End of the Year Party will be a block party on Cuyler Street.   School neighbors will also be 

invited to the block party. 

 

X. Event Recaps 

Family Trivia Night raised $1,100 for the night.   Lots of volunteers helped.  All proceeds will 

benefit this year’s 5th grade class. 

Scholastic Book Fair-Lori gave the update from the committee.   Coin collection resulted in $860 

which was less than last year.   Ms. Heaphy’s class won the coin challenge.   Fair sales totaled 

over $8K.   99 items for Teacher’s lists were bought.   Evening sales during Academic Fair was 

heavy.   Meredith will step down next year but Lisa Labuz-Stowers has agreed to fill her role. 

 

XI. Approval of Meeting Minutes from April 

Minutes from the April PTO meeting were approved without amendments. 

 

XII. Other Business 

 

XIII. Meeting was adjourned at 8:20 pm 

 

Minutes prepared by Eduardo De Santiago 

Amended on 6/3/2015 

 


