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Lincoln Elementary School
1125 Cuyler Ave, Oak Park, IL 60304
Welcome to the Lincoln Garden!
Welcome to the Lincoln Garden! The garden is a spot for the children of Abraham Lincoln
Elementary to wonder, rest, and learn. It is an evolving space that began years ago as the
project of the students’ Garden Club, led by Ms. Diane Conmy, a third-grade teacher at
Lincoln. Over the years, raised beds were built and students planted the vegetables and
flowers they started from seed in classrooms.
This past year was a season of change in leadership for the garden, as the mentorship for the
students’ Garden Club was passed on and new parents took over the landscaping committee
of the PTO. We began our collaboration as the school year was winding down, but still
managed to plant seeds and nurture a variety of plants: tomatoes, greens, sunflowers, green
beans, squash, and more!
There is no formal outdoor classroom, but the space is used by teachers during recess and
Garden Club meetups for planting and learning. Watering and weeding is done by parent
volunteers and we communicate via word of mouth and social media. Some highlights of this
season include new cedar raised beds built by parents and students that were filled with
Village compost. There is also a new wooden sign that officially designates the garden area.
This has been a year of learning and we hope to build on this experience to create a place
where children can learn about life cycles, growing a variety of foods to eat, and caring for the
environment. It is a place that is inclusive of all students, is maintained by the school
community, and is a source of pride for the school. Currently, families are invited to pick
produce as it becomes available. In the coming year, we will develop a long-term garden plan
via parent, faculty, and student group collaboration.
When you visit, you will be greeted by a cheerful row of sunflowers along the fence and see
loads of caterpillars on the carrots. Enjoy some shade under one of trees and push past a
tomato jungle toward the popping corn, where you will see scarecrows in September. Like the
vegetables, the Lincoln Garden is growing and evolving, year by year.

Irving Elementary School
1111 Grove Ave, Oak Park, IL 60304
Welcome to the Irving Garden!
Washington Irving elementary school is proud to have four separate Illinois native plant beds
around the school. Off of the blacktop by the playground on the northwest side of the school are
two raised "butterfly beds." There is no water source on this side of the school; luckily, once
established, the native plants in these beds require no additional watering. Fencing, signage,
and decorations are required to keep children's feet out of the beds, although they prove no
barrier to balls and the occasional winter glove.
Because pollinators and produce go hand in hand, at the south end of the school, the raised
edible beds are sandwiched between a large prairie garden and a brand-new pollinator garden.
In the prairie garden, children are encouraged to walk through the prairie following a stone path.
Each of Irving's 500+ students painted the rocks that line the path. The book "Only One You" by
Linda Kranz inspired this art project overseen by Irving's art teacher, Emily Tague. The rocks
are lovely to look at and keep weeds at bay.
Tucked into the southwest corner of the school property behind a large, raised compost bin is a
brand new butterfly garden nursery. Butterfly and Save-the-Bee garden kits were purchased
from the West Cook Wild Ones (WCWO) Spring sale with proceeds from the sale going back to
the Irving PTO.
Our shed was designed by local architect and former Irving parent Tom Bassett Dilley, who
uses sustainable practices in his designs. The main wall of the shed is built out of compressed
straw bales that serve to insulate it in the winter.
Irving's gardens are planted and maintained by the Garden Club, a free, after-school program
for all students. Teachers sign up to plant beds with their students and discover what's growing
in the garden. Themed plantings in the Spring draw kids in and Fall events such as tastings,
scavenger hunts, and visits by the OP Library's Book Bike and the Sugarbeet Schoolhouse's
Blender Bike keep them coming back.
There is a strong focus on organic and sustainable practices and the importance of planting and
protecting the habitat of local pollinators, bugs, birds, and bees. See if you can find the bug
house and bee "pool" created by Irving Daisy troop 45493 and the Barn Swallow and Northern
Flicker bird houses built by the Green Team. We hope you enjoy our garden!

Longfellow Elementary School
715 Highland Ave, Oak Park, IL 60304
Welcome to the Longfellow Garden!
The Longfellow Family Garden Club is in its 6th year. The eight beds were built by families
from railroad ties recovered from the old playground. The Garden Club meets on Monday
nights when the entire school community is invited for education, harvesting, and socializing in
the garden. Each year we try to plant more perennial edibles. We currently have grapes,
raspberries, herbs, asparagus, and strawberries.
During the school year, teachers visit the garden with their students for real-life examples of
what they are learning in class. Mr. Podlesak, a third-grade teacher, grows seeds during the
school year. He puts seedlings in the greenhouse donated and built by the Girl Scouts a few
years ago. Cheryl Munoz runs the Sugarbeet educational class after school, using the garden
to plant and harvest foods with the kids. Ellen and Hank, our lovely and watchful neighbors,
keep an eye on the garden throughout the year. They also share their delicious black
raspberries with our kids.
In urban gardens, especially school grounds, growing space is often a challenge. We’ve had to
think outside the box and get creative with our plantings. Check out the traffic circle: this year it
is loaded with winter squash!
Another highlight of the garden is our colorful art totems. This art installation was the brainchild
of art teacher Michaela Ruff. Students and their families created the sculptures at our annual
family art night.

Julian Middle School
416 S Ridgeland Ave, Oak Park, IL
Welcome to the Julian Garden!
Percy Julian Middle School (PJMS) has made great strides on our outdoor school garden project, a
place where we can foster academic excellence, social equity, and developmental responsiveness.
Newly built this spring (2018), our garden is a hands-on, real-life focused project that has instantly
improved the environment around us. As an International Baccalaureate (IB) school, we aim to develop
inquiring, knowledgeable and caring young people who help create a better and more peaceful world
through intercultural understanding and respect. Last year, the PJMS Green Team decided to act on
this mission and advocated for a green growing space at Julian. Teachers Michael Youngberg, Chris
Meglan, and Timothy Walsh guided the students through the student-driven project and couldn’t be
more proud of the results!
Structured raised garden beds were designed and built by the students on the east side of the school
where our 6th graders lineup. The students that were involved in the design and building processes will
be so excited to see the positive changes they have made to Julian when they return in the fall. Having
students involved in all aspects of the build has been a great way to show student voice and pride.
The Green Team’s goal from the beginning was to reduce our school’s carbon footprint by creating a
carbon sink with a working vegetable garden, a rain garden, a butterfly refuge, and a native plant
refuge. The accessible-for-all raised beds in our vegetable garden will provide a wonderful environment
for hands-on learning about plants, food sources, and pollinators. These beds are easier to maintain
and allow our young gardeners the ability to spend more time learning in the garden, rather than
struggling with challenges like difficult soil conditions and weeds. In the spaces where challenging
conditions are unavoidable, such as too much water from a downspout and hard-packed soil and lack
of shade, students will learn first-hand the benefits of installing a rain garden and using native plants for
beauty and environmental conservation.
We are amazed at our progress so far, but we are equally excited for the future. Students in this
upcoming year plan on adding even more to this marvelous space. We hope you enjoy our garden and
continue to visit as our garden grows!
Thank you Dr. Fitzgerald, teachers and students, and the PTO for making our vision a reality!

Brooks Middle School
325 S Kenilworth Ave, Oak Park, IL 60302
Welcome to the Eventide Garden!
The Brooks Eventide Garden began with a donation from Seibert Landscaping, who designed
and installed the hardscaping for the paths and patios in 2015. District 97 added the final
financing to create this accessible space. A Schoolyard Habitat grant from the Illinois
Department of Natural Resources allowed us to install a native garden in 2016 with the help of
West Cook Wild Ones. The two raised beds were built by students for a Girl Scout Gold Award
and an International Baccalaureate (IB) community project and the picnic tables were donated
by the Brooks PTO. It was dedicated and named the Eventide Garden in 2017, the anniversary
of the birth of Gwendolyn Brooks, whose first published poem (when she was 13) was called
“Eventide.”
The garden is a work in progress. We are thrilled with the growth of our native garden and
have seen native bees and butterflies visiting it. Monarch caterpillars have been found on the
milkweed and hummingbirds have been spotted at the cardinal flower. All of the vegetables
and flowers in the raised beds were planted from seedlings that were raised by 8th-grade
science and WIN classes and students in the multi-needs classroom. Many Oak Park
community members have donated shade plants that have been planted along the borders of
the garden.
We hope to build at least two more raised beds so that we can have a true community harvest
and share produce with the students of Brooks and beyond. We are in the process of changing
more areas from ivy to areas that can be planted and hope to replace the hedges with a small
fence and fruit bushes. We are looking forward to making this a space that the whole school
wants to use for classes and scientific exploration.

Beye Elementary School
230 N Cuyler Ave, Oak Park, IL 60302
Welcome to the Beye Garden!
Each year, Beye’s garden is planted and maintained by the first graders and later harvested and eaten when
the students return in the fall as second graders. Parent volunteers create and coordinate two classroombased lessons and then spend the third day planting the raised beds with the students. Through planning,
planting, harvesting, and eating the vegetables, fruits, and flowers grown, students study the life cycle of
plants, nutrition, and their environment.
Due to Beye’s dedication to zero waste and sustainability, this year’s classroom volunteers focused on
helping students recognize their impact on the natural environment and to consider their decisions,
particularly in regards to REUSING and REFUSING items (eg: refusing non-recyclable straws). Children
dissected plants, learned about the importance of pollinators, and played games that applied their
knowledge of plant characteristics to attract certain pollinators. Using their newfound knowledge, each of the
three classrooms picked a theme for their raised bed. In the second lesson, the children put their “green
knowledge” to work by reusing the wood from the old raised beds as signs and repurposing non-recyclable
plastic into an amazing windchime for their garden.
When Beye replaced the school roof last summer, the garden was demolished and the existing bushes and
plants were removed. The Green Team, in conjunction with the first-grade parents, advocated replanting the
area with pollinator-friendly plants, bee baths, and houses. As habitat loss leads to a decline in pollinators,
the Beye community can provide a refuge for these critical creatures to live, eat, rest, and breed. Not only
does a wildlife-friendly garden help our local pollinators, it helps our students as well; for example, third
graders study pollinators in class. Beye Discovery, our art-based after-school program, creates and adds
upcycled projects to it.
This past spring, the Green Team, first-grade parents, and students of all ages rebuilt and sub-irrigated the
three garden beds. When compared to a traditional sprinkler system, the sub-irrigation system significantly
increases water efficiency by directly watering plants at the roots. Sub-irrigation better accommodates
inconsistent watering or light watering (or both, as experienced school gardeners know) for weeks on end.
Part of the raised bed renovation also allows for a hoop house to be built onto one raised bed for fall
gardening for an additional classroom. This allows children to actually monitor their vegetables’ growth over
the autumn while they are in school, as many miss the action during the summer.
A second ongoing garden project is to expand Beye’s Pocket Prairie. A small prairie is located in the back of
Beye and has native shrubs, grasses, and flowering plants and there are plans to recreate a larger prairie
garden behind the raised beds in the front of the school.

Whittier Elementary School
715 N Harvey Ave., Oak Park, IL 60302
Welcome to Greenleaf Garden!
The Whittier Greenleaf Garden is tended by a wonderful group of enthusiastic gardeners,
including teachers, students, and parents. We have six garden beds and a large garden plot
with compost bins, rain barrels painted by the Girl Scout troops, and a bug hotel. Teachers
and our WISE Sugarbeet Schoolhouse after-school classes plant in the beds during the school
year. When the summer begins, family volunteers take over and help water, weed, and
harvest the garden. In our garden, you will find a green bean teepee, tons of tomato plants,
carrots, potatoes, cucumbers, basil, chard, beets, radishes, a strawberry patch, various
squashes and lettuce galore! This summer, volunteers were able to collect and donate bags of
lettuce to the Oak Park & River Forest Food Pantry.
We have many helping hands in our garden and we continue to learn and grow along with our
Greenleaf Garden!

Hatch Elementary School
1000 N Ridgeland Ave, Oak Park, IL 60302
Welcome to the Hatch Patch!
The Hatch Patch is a dynamic outdoor classroom for the students at Hatch school. In this hands-on
learning environment, students experience gardening using sustainable methods and learn the benefits
of growing their own food. We show respect for their abilities by giving them real work to do in the
garden, teaching them new skills they can be proud of, and sharing knowledge with them. It’s a place
where they can explore nature and the relationship we have with plants and garden creatures.
Each spring, every child in the school comes out with their classroom and teacher for a brief garden
lesson, to participate in hands-on observation activities, and to plant seeds or plants.
During the summer, Hatch families gather weekly to water, weed, and tend the garden. Our summer
harvests are donated to the Oak Park & River Forest Food Pantry. There have been several years
when the Hatch Patch was invited to share our garden with the community by participating in the Oak
Park Garden Walk (2010), Bikeable Garden Tour (2011), and Edible Garden Tour (2015).
In the fall, each child participates in a garden lesson, observation activities, and harvest with their new
classmates and teacher. Throughout the year, the garden provides opportunities for enrichment
projects for the Art, Spanish, Literature, and Science classes. Most of the garden produce harvested by
the students is featured in dishes created by local chefs and parent chefs as part of the menu for our
annual Taste of the Hatch Patch Festival. This highly anticipated event is an outdoor white-linen dinner
for the entire school community. Live music is provided by student musicians, as well as our very
talented music teacher, Evan Jacobson, and his friends and family. The dinner is also a zero-waste
event, producing less than one bag of landfill waste for over 400 people!
The garden is a wonderful opportunity for parent volunteers, students, and teachers to work together,
drawing upon their combined talents and visions to beautify the garden with art pieces. The creation of
the Hatch Patch mosaic sign was led by parents Laurie Freivogel and Laura Constans and the beaded
copper tree was made by the Keller family and our first graders. Our Hatch After Hours students, who
participated in the Little Bits Workshop led by Liita Forsyth, designed the new mural on the nearby
refuse fence last spring. Students created the bilingual plant markers with the assistance of Senora
Bruno and Ms. Klemp, our Spanish and Art teachers. A Hatch parent created a garden logo for us that
we use for our many green initiatives, including a custom hand-stamp we use for each child when they
work in the garden. At the Hatch Patch, we provide experiences that will allow students to grow as both
individuals and as citizens.

Mann Elementary School
921 N Kenilworth Ave, Oak Park, IL 60302
Welcome to the Growing Minds Garden!
Since its installation in 2014, The Growing Minds Garden’s focus has been on healthy food
education by growing unusual, heirloom varieties of vegetables, fruit, and flowers that cannot
be found in typical grocery stores. The Mann Elementary PTO offers students a weekly fall and
spring gardening program during the after-school enrichment hour. The students and families
who plant and maintain the garden benefit from the harvest. In addition, families visiting Field
Park venture into the school’s garden to appreciate the fruits of our labor and enjoy fresh, tasty
treats. Due to its location, the garden is truly open to the community!
We are proud to claim that the students do most of the hard work: planting, weeding, building,
and beautifying infrastructure. Most exciting is their eagerness to taste the “strange” produce
they themselves grow in the garden and discover how flavorful vegetables can be and hearing
their squeals of delight as they dig for worms. Starting in the fall, they also learn how to
sustainably build soil fertility by planting cover crops, incorporating organic matter, and mixing
in the Village’s finished compost. They learn about and foster beneficial organisms such as red
wrigglers for vermicomposting, ladybugs, earthworms, butterfly larvae, and praying mantis.
Even the most fearful become comfortable and calm around bees in their garden once they are
educated about their habits.
Like our kids, our garden and our educational efforts are expanding every year. Our PTO has
recently approved support and funding to build new raised beds adjacent to the existing bed.
These new beds will be used to grow food for the Grow-A-Row program managed by the Oak
Park & River Forest Food Pantry.

